Genesis

God’s World. God’s Story.

Our Failure and God’s Faithfulness
Genesis 20:1-18, 21:22-34

Big Idea: When we fail again, God is faithful again and gets us back up again.

Outline:
1. For Abraham’s Failure Again, God Forgives Again

(Gen. 20:1-18)

a. Abraham’s Failure of Fear over Faith

b. God’s Faithfulness to Restrain through Providence and
Wwarning

c. Abraham’s Failed Excuses

d. God’s Faithfulness to Forgive and Get Us Back Up

2. For God’s Faithfulness Again, Abram Worships Again
(Gen. 21:22-34)

a. Abraham’s Opportunity for Failure Again

b. Abraham’s Episode of Failure Becomes an Opportunity
for Growth and Worship



Discussion Questions:

1.

2.

Have you ever had a feeling of Déja vu? How would you describe it?

How might Genesis 20-21 feel like déja vu for Abraham and Sarah?

. What are some differences about this episode of Abraham’s failure from

the earlier episode in Egyptin Genesis 12?

. God intervenes in a dream to spare Abimelech and Abraham from even

greater disaster. Is there a time in your life when God kept a bad
situation from getting worse?

Why do you think we tend to make the same sinful mistakes again and
again? What can we learn from Abraham making the same sinful
mistakes again?

Abraham lists some excuses for his sin. What are some excuses that we
tend to make for our sinful choices?

. How does 1 John1:9 relate to this episode in Abraham’s life?

Is there an episode of your life marked by failure? How does this
passage shift your perspective on that part of your life?

. Genesis 21:33 calls God "the Lord, the everlasting God.” How has God

demonstrated this attribute to Abraham and Sarah in this passage?
How has God demonstrated this attribute in your own life?
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for Growth and Worship



Discussion Questions:

1.

2.

Have you ever had a feeling of Déja vu? How would you describe it?

How might Genesis 20-21 feel like déja vu for Abraham and Sarah?

. What are some differences about this episode of Abraham’s failure from

the earlier episode in Egyptin Genesis 12?

. God intervenes in a dream to spare Abimelech and Abraham from even

greater disaster. Is there a time in your life when God kept a bad
situation from getting worse?

Why do you think we tend to make the same sinful mistakes again and
again? What can we learn from Abraham making the same sinful
mistakes again?

Abraham lists some excuses for his sin. What are some excuses that we
tend to make for our sinful choices?

. How does 1 John1:9 relate to this episode in Abraham’s life?

Is there an episode of your life marked by failure? How does this
passage shift your perspective on that part of your life?

. Genesis 21:33 calls God "the Lord, the everlasting God.” How has God

demonstrated this attribute to Abraham and Sarah in this passage?
How has God demonstrated this attribute in your own life?
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situation from getting worse?

Why do you think we tend to make the same sinful mistakes again and
again? What can we learn from Abraham making the same sinful
mistakes again?

Abraham lists some excuses for his sin. What are some excuses that we
tend to make for our sinful choices?

. How does 1 John1:9 relate to this episode in Abraham’s life?

Is there an episode of your life marked by failure? How does this
passage shift your perspective on that part of your life?

. Genesis 21:33 calls God "the Lord, the everlasting God.” How has God

demonstrated this attribute to Abraham and Sarah in this passage?
How has God demonstrated this attribute in your own life?



Genesis

God’s World. God’s Story.

Our Failure and God’s Faithfulness
Genesis 20:1-18, 21:22-34

Big Idea: When we fail again, God is faithful again and gets us back up again.

Outline:
1. For Abraham’s Failure Again, God Forgives Again

(Gen. 20:1-18)

a. Abraham’s Failure of Fear over Faith

b. God’s Faithfulness to Restrain through Providence and
Wwarning

c. Abraham’s Failed Excuses

d. God’s Faithfulness to Forgive and Get Us Back Up

2. For God’s Faithfulness Again, Abram Worships Again
(Gen. 21:22-34)

a. Abraham’s Opportunity for Failure Again

b. Abraham’s Episode of Failure Becomes an Opportunity
for Growth and Worship



Discussion Questions:

1.

2.

Have you ever had a feeling of Déja vu? How would you describe it?

How might Genesis 20-21 feel like déja vu for Abraham and Sarah?

. What are some differences about this episode of Abraham’s failure from

the earlier episode in Egyptin Genesis 12?

. God intervenes in a dream to spare Abimelech and Abraham from even

greater disaster. Is there a time in your life when God kept a bad
situation from getting worse?

Why do you think we tend to make the same sinful mistakes again and
again? What can we learn from Abraham making the same sinful
mistakes again?

Abraham lists some excuses for his sin. What are some excuses that we
tend to make for our sinful choices?

. How does 1 John1:9 relate to this episode in Abraham’s life?

Is there an episode of your life marked by failure? How does this
passage shift your perspective on that part of your life?

. Genesis 21:33 calls God "the Lord, the everlasting God.” How has God

demonstrated this attribute to Abraham and Sarah in this passage?
How has God demonstrated this attribute in your own life?



